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derick's work seemed all undone in a single day. Ross-
bach itself stands on an undulating plain, sloping gently
down to the river Saale, which sweeps round it in a
semicircle on the south and east at a few miles' distance
from the village. On the south-west the plain is bounded
by the Unstrut, which falls into the Saale at Naumburg,
and is crossed by a bridge at Freiburg, a mile or two
above the junction of the rivers. Immediately to the
west of Rossbach there is a hollow, through which a
small stream winds away northwards to join the Saale
at Merseberg, and beyond the hollow, on rising ground
which commanded a view of the Prussian position, was
the camp of the French and Imperialists.
The two armies were • .very unequal in numbers.
Frederick had only 22,000 men with him ; the hostile
Relative army was nearly 50,000 strong. Of these two-
th^tw? of thirds were French, the remainder being made
armies. up of the troops of the Empire and of a few
Austrian regiments. Soubise himself was not over-anxious
to measure his strength with the great commander, but
,,	( his officers were eager for battle and confident
J&agerness ot	, °
the French of success. Their only doubt was whether
for a battle.	couj(j wjn any giory by destroying so
small a force as Frederick's ; their only fear lest he
should retreat and escape them. They had never met
him in the field, and they talked contemptuously of
doing great honour to this Marquis of Brandenburg by
condescending to make a kind of war with him.
Early in the morning of November 5 a great stir
was observed in the French and Imperialist camp, and
soon afterwards a single division, under the Count of
Movements ^tt Germain, advanced and occupied a height
bf the com- opposite to the Prussian position and began
atmy. cannonac}ing. By ii o'clock the whole army
seen to be on the march southwards, apparently

